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Prof. Dr. Oliver Castendyk 
Managing Director Erich Pommer Institut  

Prof. Dr. Oliver Castendyk, born on the 20.08.1960 in Bremen, Germany, studied law, 
philosophy and sociology in Bonn, Frankfurt and London. He graduated in law at 
Friedrich Wilhelm University of Bonn, 1984, holds a Master of Science degree from 
London School of Economics 1987, and a doctor degree in law (summa cum laude).  

Prof. Dr. Oliver Castendyk worked from 1991 until 1992 in the law department of the 
Kirch Group (Germany). Thereafter he joined the legal department of the ProSieben 
TV network, which he headed since 1995. At the same time, he served as managing 
director of two subsidiary companies of the ProSieben Media Group, the film 
production company Seven Pictures and the VG Media, a collecting society.  

Since 01.01.2001, Oliver Castendyk is a director of the Erich Pommer Institute, since 
2004 also Professor for Public and Private Media Law at the Faculty of Law of the 
University of Potsdam (Germany) and attorney at the Berlin office of Nörr, 
Stiefenhofer and Lutz. Among others he advises Entertainment Producers within the 
Allianz deutscher Produzenten. 

Erich Pommer Institut 
By providing practice-oriented research, academic teaching, industry training and 
media consultation, the Erich Pommer Institut consistently applies the latest 
observations and findings from the film, TV and music industries to a wide spectrum 
of fields. These include issues of media law (e.g. copyright and licensing law) and media 
economics (e.g. film financing and trade in TV formats) as well as for instance the legal 
and economic aspects involved in media convergence. 

The Erich Pommer Institut was founded in 1998 as an independent, non-profit limited 
company in Babelsberg, Potsdam. Sole associate is AGICOA Urheberrechtsschutz 
GmbH, an international copyright collecting society for film and TV producers. 
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